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A Farewell to  
Christian Reif

A FINANCIAL, ESTATE AND GIFT PLANNING NEWSLETTER

2018–19 is Christian Reif’s third and final season as Resident 
Conductor and Wattis Foundation Music Director of the Youth 
Orchestra. We took a few minutes to catch up with Christian 
about his favorite YO memories and upcoming YO highlights, 
including the European Tour in June. 

Q. What was your most memorable 
moment with the YO to date?
A. There are so many unforgettable moments with the YO! 
Every concert is a highlight. From the first time we made 
music together with Shostakovich’s 6th Symphony, to playing 
Hindemith’s Mathis der Maler, Stravinsky’s Rite of Spring, 
Dvořák’s Symphonies, a collaboration with the International 
Contemporary Ensemble on a world premiere by Anahita 
Abbasi; it’s been an inspiring and varied journey with the YO.

Christian Reif
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MAKE MUSIC 

LAST FOR GENERATIONS

Q. What are some of the nonmusical 
skills musicians learn in the YO? 
A. We hold the young musicians to a very high standard, 
not just musically. We try to instill in them the importance 
of being a professional, in every sense, to take ownership 
over their preparation and communication. And there are 
so many more skills one learns playing in an orchestra. 
The importance of listening, of knowing your role in the 
community, leading at times, following others, collaborating 
and working toward a goal that is bigger than oneself. 

Q. What are you looking forward to most 
this season?
A. This season is very exciting! Obviously, the European 
Tour is a culmination of our time together, but last month’s 
concert was one in which I fulfilled a dream I had for the YO 
since day one: to have the YO perform with excellent singers. 
I’m delighted that the wonderful Adler Fellows of the SF 
Opera joined us for excerpts from Mozart’s Le Nozze di Figaro.

Q. Which venues on tour are  
you most excited about?
A. It’s a tour of superlatives and performing in such venues 
as Vienna’s Musikverein, Hamburg’s new Elbphilharmonie 
and Berlin’s Philharmonie will be unforgettable experiences. 

Q. What will you miss the most about 
your post with the YO?
A. I’ll miss the musicians. I’m very fond of them and it 
brings me so much joy seeing them grow and excel on their 
instruments and in life!

Luckily for us in the Bay Area, there are still a few 
chances left to catch Christian and the YO in Davies 
Symphony Hall. The final YO subscription concert takes 
place on May 19, 2019, and the YO will also perform a 
Bon Voyage concert on June 16, 2019. 
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Discover simple ways you can make a big 
difference in our new guide The 4 Easiest 
Ways to Leave Your Legacy. Request your 
copy using the enclosed reply card today. 
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Linda Tabor-Beck’s childhood was filled with music: her 
father conducted a championship high school marching 
band in Wyoming and, under his influence, she became 

devoted to Leonard Bernstein’s Young People’s Concerts. In 
fact, Linda made an early stage debut, around the age of 3, 
when a negligent babysitter allowed her to run onstage mid-
performance to tug on her father’s coattails as he conducted! 
When her family relocated to Los Angeles, Linda frequented the 
LA Philharmonic and the light opera.
 Although she never considered music as a career, it has been 
a constant source of joy and solace. In college, she most looked 
forward to her three hours of College Choir practice each week. 
“Those were my moments of sanity,” she says. “I thought 
‘forget about the other classes, just relax and enjoy!’” After 
college, Linda took a job in San Francisco and began attending 
San Francisco Symphony concerts, initially at the Opera House.
 Linda’s fondest SFS memories include a recent Carmina 
Burana performance, during which she was “totally amazed by 
what just five percussionists and two pianists could do,” and 
the November 11, 2018, Youth Orchestra (YO) concert featuring 
2018 Concerto Competition winner Jonas Koh performing 
Emmanuel Séjourné’s Concerto for Marimba and Strings. “That 
concerto was a clear crowd favorite!” 
 You may not be surprised to learn percussion is Linda’s 
favorite section. Two other major highlights were MTT’s 70th 
birthday celebration and Beethoven’s 9th—total joy!
 The YO is also one of Linda’s favorite SFS programs. So much 
so that she was recently moved to create an endowed fund to 
defray tuition costs for the YO to ensure it remains tuition-free 
for young musicians and their families. Linda established The 
Linda B. Tabor-Beck Friends and Family of the Youth Orchestra 
Scholarship Fund to honor Dr. M. Leonard and Beth Tabor. 
The gift was made in honor of her parents, emphasizing their 
dedication to music and music education. 
 Linda’s own dedication is equally inspiring. In her words, “If 
you love the Symphony, how can you not also love the future 
symphony orchestra members?”

 Linda has also made the Symphony’s education programs a 
beneficiary of her living trust. When asked about this special 
gift, Linda expresses her hopes for the future of orchestral music: 
“This music is so important, and it needs to continue. Not just 
continue, I would hope it will flourish. I want to contribute to 
that effort.”

Like Linda, you can celebrate your love of music with a gift 
to the San Francisco Symphony. Contact David Zhang at 
415.503.5445 or dzhang@sfsymphony.org to learn more, or  
for help finding the right gift for you.

A Lifelong  
Love of Music
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Linda Tabor-Beck, right, with Dr. Jane Goodall 
at a birthday celebration for Dr. Goodall.
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Davies Symphony Hall
201 Van Ness Avenue 
San Francisco, CA 94102

You’ve worked hard to create security for yourself and  
your loved ones. Perhaps you have tackled responsibilities 
such as creating a will, cushioning a retirement nest 

egg or purchasing life insurance. Did you know that these 
estate planning tools offer simple, flexible ways to support the 
San Francisco Symphony after your lifetime?

Remember us in your will or living trust. Including a gift to the 
San Francisco Symphony in your will or living trust, known as 
a bequest, allows you to offer future support without giving up 
assets today. You can leave us a specific asset, a specific dollar 
amount or a percentage of the residue of your estate. 
 
Name the Symphony as beneficiary of your retirement account. 
Did you know that when you name any individual other than 

your spouse as beneficiary of your retirement account, it will be 
exposed to income taxes, consuming up to 37 percent of your 
gift? If you name the Symphony as the beneficiary, we can take a 
tax-free withdrawal of the account balance, making this a simple 
way to put the full amount of your gift to use.

Leave us all or a portion of your life insurance. Many people 
overlook life insurance as a giving option, but it’s a simple way to 
make a bigger difference than you may have thought possible. 
You can name the San Francisco Symphony as beneficiary of a 
percentage of your existing life insurance policy’s death benefit.

To learn more about including the San Francisco Symphony 
in your future plans, contact David Zhang.
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