
Many young musicians dream of performing at 
the great halls around the world while inspiring 
those around them with beautiful music. For 
Mical Brenzel as a young clarinetist, that was 
not the case.
 “I was first chair, only because I was the only 
one who practiced,” she says jokingly.
 She soon realized her love of music was not 
in playing, but listening, and before long, she 
turned in her clarinet for tickets to orchestral 
and chamber performances.
 Today, Mical no longer sits in first chair but in 
the audience at Davies Symphony Hall. To her, 
it’s the perfect seat.
 
CONNECTED, INSPIRED
A longtime subscriber, donor and volunteer, 
Mical feels her involvement with the Symphony 

Contact Stephen D. Steiner, JD, 
at ssteiner@sfsymphony.org 

or 415.503.5445 to learn how 
you can support the Symphony 

through your estate plan.

 “The arts are the 

best that man 

produces.”

– Mical Brenzel

HEARING THE MUSIC COME TO LIFE
Patron Says the Arts Are the ‘Ultimate Sense of Being Human’

has strengthened her connection with the 
music. She’s met many of the players and 
regularly attends symphony lectures with her 
husband, Jim, an amateur pianist.
 Learning about music and hearing it at Davies 
Symphony Hall makes it come alive, Mical says. 
Pieces she’s heard many times in recordings, 
such as Handel’s Messiah or Ravel’s Boléro, 
became more vivid, more riveting when heard in 
the Hall.
 A retired corporate treasurer, Mical’s financial 
expertise attracted her to our Gift Planning 
Committee. She also volunteers on our Youth 
Orchestra Committee after many years  
of supporting her son, Daniel, in his pursuits  
as a pianist and singer. She enjoys seeing a  
new generation of musicians develop their 
talents and discover the social rewards of 
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the ultimate sense of being human – to 
create, to make something beautiful.” 
 Mical has named the Symphony as a 
beneficiary of her IRA. She sees it as a 
tax-savvy way to give to an organization 
she believes in.
 “It’s a very efficient way of having 
money go out of your estate and into the 
greater good,” she says.
 Gifts to our endowment translate to 
up to 20 percent of the Symphony’s 
operating budget for stellar performances 
and music education year after year.

producing music with others.
 When making a gift, it’s important 
to choose an organization that is not 
only functioning well now but has the 
staying power to be just as viable, just 
as important in the future.
 “The arts are the best that man 
produces,” Mical says. “It represents 

PRESERVING THE SYMPHONY 
FOR THE NEXT GENERATION

Mical Brenzel with  

(from left) Jonathan 

Vinocour, principal viola, 

and her husband, Jim

FREE Must-Have Guides!
You can do more with your retirement plan 
assets than allow taxes to whittle away 
their value to your heirs. Learn more in the 
FREE guide A New Use for Your Retirement 
Plan Assets by returning the enclosed 
survey by April 1. Be sure to also request 
our popular guide The Key to Securing Extra 
Retirement Income.

©  The Stelter Company. The information in this publication is not intended as legal advice. For legal advice, please consult an attorney. Figures cited in examples are for hypothetical 
purposes only and are subject to change. References to estate and income taxes include federal taxes only. State income/estate taxes or state law may impact your results.
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Known as the IRA charitable rollover, this law has 
been extended to the end of 2013. Your gift will 
qualify in 2013 under this law if: 
 •  You are age 70½ or older at the time of your gift.
 •  You transfer up to $100,000 directly from 

your IRA. This opportunity applies only to 
IRAs and not other types of retirement plans.

 •  You transfer funds outright to one or more 
qualified charities. The legislation does not 
permit direct transfers to charitable trusts, 
donor advised funds, charitable gift annuities  
or supporting organizations.

 •  You make your gift by Dec. 31, 2013.

WHY CONSIDER THIS DONATION OPTION?
 •  The transfer generates neither taxable income 

nor a tax deduction, so you benefit even if  
you do not itemize your tax deductions. 

 •  If you have not yet taken your required 
minimum distribution for the year, your  
IRA charitable rollover gift can satisfy all  
or part of that requirement.

 •  Your gift will be put to use today, allowing you  
to see the impact of your donation.

  
It is recommended that you consult with 
your tax advisor if you are contemplating a 
charitable gift under the IRA charitable rollover 
law. Contact us if you would like to make an 
IRA charitable rollover gift to the Symphony 
or to include the Symphony in your IRA as a 
designated beneficiary.

Don’t Miss This Opportunity!
Support SFS With a Tax-Free Gift From Your IRA Today

Are you 70½ or older? Congress recently reinstated a law that allows you to move 
up to $100,000 from your IRA directly to a qualified organization like the Symphony 
without ever having to pay income taxes on the money. 

Have you Visited  
our Website?
Find gift ideas, estate planning tips,  
inspiring donor stories and more! 

sfsymphony.org/giftplanning



The tax landscape looks very different than 
it did in 2012. How will the tax law changes 
affect your situation? Here is a summary 
covering some of what you can expect.

Income taxes: For most individuals, the 
ordinary income tax rates will be the 
same as last year: 10 percent, 15 percent, 
25 percent, 28 percent, 33 percent or 
35 percent. There is a new 39.6 percent 
rate for individual taxpayers earning 
more than $400,000 a year and married 
couples earning more than $450,000. 

Estate, gift and generation-skipping 
taxes: In 2013, these taxes have 
exemption levels of $5.25 million. The 
top tax rates for these taxes rose from 
35 percent to 40 percent. The annual gift 
tax exclusion – the amount you can give 
to anyone tax-free each year – is now 
$14,000 ($28,000 for married couples).

Itemized deductions: Itemized 
deductions are reduced for individuals 
with adjusted gross incomes of $250,000 
or more and $300,000 or more for 
married couples. 

Personal exemptions: In 2013, personal 
exemptions are limited for individuals 
earning $250,000 or more and for married 
couples earning $300,000 or more.

Capital gains and qualified dividends 
rates: The law establishes a new 20 percent 
rate for those in the 39.6 percent tax 
bracket.

Medicare surtax: There is a 3.8 percent 
surtax on investment-type income and 
gains. This applies for individuals with 
adjusted gross incomes above $200,000 
($250,000 for married couples). 

Payroll taxes: In 2013, the Social Security 
payroll tax increased from 4.2 percent to 
6.2 percent, meaning taxpayers will have 
more withheld from each paycheck.

CONSULT YOUR TAX ADVISOR TODAY
Because of the numerous changes to tax 
laws in 2013, everyone can expect to be 
affected. Consult your tax advisor on what 
the new tax laws will do to your bottom line 
and how to plan accordingly.

Davies Symphony Hall
201 Van Ness Ave.  
San Francisco, CA 94102

Stephen D. Steiner, JD
Director, Gift Planning
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sfsymphony.org/giftplanning

HOW WILL 2013 TAX LAWS 
AFFECT YOU AND YOURS?
A Look at the Many Things That Have Changed Since 2012

RETURN the enclosed survey 
by April 1 to notify us if you 
have included the Symphony 
in your estate plan and to 
request your FREE guides. 

VISIT sfsymphony.org/giftplanning 
for tips on planning for your future 
and ours.

CONTACT us if you have any 
questions about supporting the 
Symphony through your estate plan. 
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