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• Make the San Francisco Symphony Part of Your Life Story 
• The Power of  a Piece of Paper

V I O L A S  A R E  T H E  F O C U S  O F 
J A N E T  K L E I N ’ S  I R A  G I F T.

ongtime symphony-goer Janet Klein is providing for the San 
Francisco Symphony’s future along with her own. She recently 
named the Symphony a beneficiary of her IRA. 

 “Music talks to my soul, and one of the things I really like about going to 
the San Francisco Symphony are my seats in the second row,” Janet says. 
“It’s not just an audio experience. It’s a visual experience.”
 Janet grew up playing the viola and attending the symphony with her 
parents in Toledo, Ohio. She has attended the San Francisco Symphony 
since 1983.
 “The Symphony has been a part of my life for a long time and part of San 
Francisco for a really long time,” Janet explains, “and I want to recognize 
and support their music making.”

FLEXIBLE-PURPOSE GIFT
Janet’s IRA provides her income for life. Depending on the value of the 
remainder, the Symphony will use Janet’s IRA to establish a viola chair, 
acquire violas or support the Symphony’s loan program for its violists.
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 Creating the gift allowed Janet to express her vision for 
the Symphony’s future. “The Symphony’s staff worked 
with me and listened to what I wanted, and then I worked 
with my attorney to get the right wording,” she says.

 “Violas are sometimes underrepresented, and it’s such a 
beautiful instrument. I’d like to hear more of it,” Janet says. 
“I think music helps create well-rounded people, and I’d  
like the Symphony to provide the musical experience for 
years to come.”

Express your vision for the Symphony’s future. By 
working with our planned giving staff, you can direct 

your donation to the Symphony’s general-purpose fund or 
designate a specific program, ensuring that your gift is  
used according to your wishes. Contact Stephen D. Steiner at  
ssteiner@sfsymphony.org or 415.503.5445 for more information.

aving for retirement is tough during the ups 
and downs of today’s economy. Most people 
adopt the same strategy: Stash as much cash as 

you can today to ensure peace of mind tomorrow.
 If you started saving early and you work into your 60s 
or even 70s, your retirement account is probably one of 
your largest assets. These kinds of accounts can provide 
a source of income in retirement. But any funds that are 
remaining will be heavily taxed if you intend to pass them 
down to your heirs. 
 You can avoid some of those tax issues by naming the 
San Francisco Symphony as a beneficiary and leaving other 
lesser-taxed assets to your heirs. Here’s how it works.

TAX TALK 
Retirement plan assets may be subject to significant 
estate and income taxes when given to family. If your state 
enforces both estate and income taxes, your combined 
marginal rate could rise to as high as 65 percent. 

 One easy and charitable solution is to name the 
Symphony as the beneficiary of your IRA. As a nonprofit 
organization, we do not have to pay income or estate taxes 
on the assets. Instead, the Symphony can put 100 percent 
of your gift toward enhancing the cultural life of the Bay 
Area and beyond through classical music.
 Naming the Symphony as a beneficiary of an account 
is simple and straightforward. In most cases, it only 
requires notifying your account custodian in writing and 
then letting us know about your generosity.

To learn more about maximizing 
the impact of your retirement 
savings, return the enclosed 
reply card to request our free 
resource guide A Tax-Smart 
Way to Give Through Your IRA.

“ I think music helps create well-rounded 
people, and I’d like the Symphony to 
provide the musical experience for 
years to come.” 

      —Janet Klein

LOVE OF VIOLAS: JANET’S GIFT WILL PLAY ON FOR YEARS

MAKE THE SAN FRANCISCO SYMPHONY PART OF YOUR LIFE STORY
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f you think that the only way you can leave a legacy at 
the San Francisco Symphony is by creating a sizable 
estate gift that involves extensive professional 

advice—think again. 
 Sometimes there is a misunderstanding when people hear 
about estate gifts. Headlines that declare “biggest ever” 
might come to mind. What people don’t realize is that those 
headline-making estate gifts are anomalies. Most estate 
gifts are modest in size and often consist of resources many 
of us have. 
 One of the easiest ways to ensure that the Bay Area 
remains a standard-bearer for excellence in musical 
performance is to designate the Symphony as a beneficiary  
of one of your assets, such as a retirement plan account, a  
life insurance policy or a bank account. 
 These gifts cost nothing now. Plus you retain complete 
control over the assets during your lifetime and can spend 
the money as you wish. By naming the Symphony as the 
beneficiary, you are simply allowing for any leftover funds,  
or portion thereof, to transfer to us after your lifetime.  
 These are gifts you can easily set up yourself. Here are the 
three things you need:
 1.  A phone. Call the administrator of your retirement 

plan or bank account or insurance policy.
 2.  A form. Request a change-of-beneficiary form.
 3.  A pen. Fill out the form and return it to the 

administrator. 

Then pick up the phone again and call us to let us know about 
your generosity! It would be our honor to thank you for your 
gift and welcome you into the Pierre Monteux Society.

Contact Stephen D. Steiner, JD, at 415.503.5445 
or ssteiner@sfsymphony.org to learn more about 

supporting the Symphony with your retirement assets, life 
insurance policy or bank account.

Review Your Estate Plan
If you have a will and previously worked 
with an estate planning attorney, it’s a good 
idea to include that person in your planning 
process when designating or updating your 
beneficiaries. Your attorney can make sure that 
as you add or adjust pieces to your estate plan, 
it remains cohesive and logical for your current 
circumstances and future beneficiaries. 

THE POWER OF A PIECE OF PAPER

3 EASY WAYS TO SHAPE THE FUTURE OF THE BAY AREA’S CULTURAL LIFE 
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Davies Symphony Hall
201 Van Ness Avenue 
San Francisco, CA 94102

Stephen D. Steiner, JD
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sfsymphony.planmygift.org
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SAN FRANCISCO SYMPHONY EXPANDS ACCESS TO  
ORCHESTRAL MUSIC IN THE BAY AREA 

he San Francisco Symphony provides music 
education to more than 75,000 residents 
of all ages—kindergarten to seniors—

throughout the greater Bay Area. Your gifts support the 
Symphony’s outreach efforts and help us share the joy of 
music with our community. Here are a just few ways that 
we’re introducing new audiences to classical music:

ADVENTURES IN MUSIC 
Introduced in 1988, Adventures in Music is a 
comprehensive music education program developed in 
collaboration with the San Francisco Unified School 
District. The free program serves every child in San 
Francisco’s public elementary schools—some 23,000 
students in all. Adventures in Music includes in-school 
ensemble performances, special curriculum, teacher 
resources, student journals and a San Francisco 
Symphony concert at Davies Symphony Hall.

CONCERTS FOR KIDS
This program has introduced children to classical 
music since 1919, serving young people from preschool 
through the eighth grade. Approximately 30,000 
children—from Sonoma to Monterey and beyond—visit 
Davies Symphony Hall each season for a special student 
matinee performance. Many of these children have 
their first experience of live orchestral music through 
Concerts for Kids.

INSTRUMENT TRAINING AND SUPPORT 
The Symphony supports instrumental music programs in 
San Francisco’s public middle and high schools by providing 
artistic and technical assistance, including coaching and 
supplies, free of charge. The program also offers students 
opportunities to attend free San Francisco Symphony and 
Youth Orchestra concerts with their teachers, who lead 
discussions about the experience after the performances. 
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Visit sfsymphony.planmygift.org to learn how 
you can support these programs and many others 
with an estate gift.

San Francisco Symphony Expands Access to  
Orchestral Music in the Bay Area 


