
Phyllis Blair appreciates balance. When she retired from her career 
as a professor of immunology at the University of California, 
Berkeley, it was time to balance out her structured profession with 
something more unconventional. She was ready to shake things up.
 “The logical side of my brain had been pretty busy, so I decided 
to play around with the other side. I became an artist. I started in 
acrylics and have explored just about every other medium possible. 
I also write a lot of poetry,” she says enthusiastically. 
 “Academia is a structured environment. This is much more 
free—perhaps because I am just enjoying beauty. Of course, that’s 
where the Symphony comes in.” 
 Phyllis has been attending the San Francisco Symphony for years. 
The exploration of her artistic side actually changed the way she 
approached experiencing the Symphony.
 “I found that my artistic explorations had extended outward,” 
she says. “Now I was a participant rather than a listener. It’s moved 
from a pastime to a passion.”
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Phyllis Blair is supporting the 
Symphony’s future with a 
charitable remainder trust  
and three charitable  
gift annuities.

Contact Stephen D. Steiner, JD, at 415.503.5445 
or ssteiner@sfsymphony.org to learn how you can 
fund a gift that provides you with income for life.



Look over the following financial vehicles that 
can reduce your taxes, add to your income and 
help you support the San Francisco Symphony. 
Take note: All of the following gift vehicles can 
certainly be funded with cash, but also with 
marketable securities, so you don’t necessarily 
have to worry about feeling the effects of giving 
straight-out-of-pocket.
  
[1] CHARITABLE	GIFT	ANNUITY
When you agree to make an irrevocable 
donation to the Symphony, we’ll make 
immediate, fixed payments to you and one other 
person, if you choose, for life. What’s left of your 
gift after your lifetime helps support our mission.

[2] DEFERRED	CHARITABLE	GIFT	ANNUITY
When you set up a gift annuity today and put 
off the beginning date of your payments, you 
can increase the rate you receive at a future 
time that you choose. Plus, you still receive an 
immediate income tax deduction.  

PRESERVING THE SYMPHONY
FOR THE NEXT GENERATION4 Generous and Secure Ways to Help

The fluctuations of the economy in the past few years 
may have caused you to think twice about your ability to 
make a significant impact at the Symphony. Fortunately, 
there are several methods of giving that allow you 
to give back while also receiving payments in return, 
allowing you to ease your worries.

Calculate your 
benefits—immediately!
Visit sfsymphony.org/giftplanning to access our 
easy, interactive online calculator. Just click “Planning 
Tools” and then “Gift Illustrator” to run the numbers 
and see how you can benefit from these gift options.



[3] CHARITABLE	REMAINDER	 
ANNUITY	TRUST
You can receive fixed income for the rest of your 
life from a trust you create. After the trust term 
is up, the remaining portion of the gift helps 
support excellence in musical performance at 
home and around the world. Plus, you’ll reduce 
or eliminate taxes.

[4] CHARITABLE	REMAINDER	UNITRUST
You create a trust and choose the percentage of 
the trust assets that you would like to receive. 
Your payments, usually distributed annually, will 
continue for the rest of your life or a fixed period of 
time up to 20 years. The amount of income varies 
each year based on the annual value of the trust.

POWERING HER PASSION
It was no surprise that when Phyllis decided to give back 
to the Symphony she wanted a balanced approach. By 
funding a charitable remainder trust and three charitable gift 
annuities, Phyllis is able to benefit the Symphony in the future 
and provide security for herself today, thanks to payments 
she receives in return for her gifts. The highly professional 
asset management available with these types of gifts is also 
beneficial to Phyllis. 
 “I can sit back and say, ‘OK, you guys take care of it, send 
me my check.’ I view it as a perfect win-win situation,” 
she says. “The Symphony gets something it needs; I get 
something I need. Together we make music.”

PRESERVING THE SYMPHONY 
FOR THE NEXT GENERATION Ways to Help

Continued from Page 1

 “The Symphony gets 
something it needs; 

I get something I 
need. Together we 

make music.”
—Phyllis Blair

“ TOGETHER WE MAKE MUSIC”

To learn more about these 
or other ways to support the 
Symphony, please contact 

Stephen D. Steiner, JD, at 415.503.5445 
or ssteiner@sfsymphony.org.

The	Lifestyle	You	Deserve
Make sure your retirement 
plans cover your lifestyle needs. 
For more information, use the 
enclosed survey to request the 
FREE guide Retirement Income 
Plans: Ways to Pay You More.

Retirement 
Income Plans: 

Ways to Pay  
You More

Doug Rioth

Like Phyllis Blair, fellow 
Symphony patron Stephen 
White created a charitable 
remainder trust and a 
charitable gift annuity.



To enjoy a tax break for this year (when 
you itemize deductions on your income tax 
return), you must make your gift by  
Dec. 31. The gift date—the date used for 
tax purposes—is the day you transfer 
control of the asset. And that depends on 
the asset and your method of giving. 
	 •		Checks—The mailing date is the date 

of the gift. 
	 •		Credit	cards—The day the charge is 

authorized is considered the gift date.
	 •		Pledges—Pledges are deductible in 

the years they are fulfilled and not the 
year the initial pledge is made.

	 •		Securities—If securities are 
electronically transferred to us, 
the gift date is typically the day 
the securities enter our account. If 
securities are mailed, the mailing 
date is the gift date. It is important to 

send, by registered or certified mail, 
the unsigned certificates in a separate 
envelope from the signed stock power 
and letter of intent.

	 •		Real	estate—The day you deliver the 
signed deed to us is the date of the gift. 
If your state law requires recording of 
the deed to fulfill the title, though, then 
the date of recording is the gift date. 

	 •		Artwork	and	other	tangible	personal	
property—The gift date is the day 
you deliver the property with a signed 
document transferring ownership,  
if necessary. 

Have Questions?
Discuss your charitable gift plans with your 
tax or legal advisors. You can also contact 
us. We can help ensure that your gift plans 
meet your year-end goals. 

Davies Symphony Hall
201 Van Ness Ave.  
San Francisco, CA 94102

Stephen D. Steiner, JD
Director, Gift Planning
415.503.5445 • ssteiner@sfsymphony.org
sfsymphony.org/giftplanning

BE AWARE OF GIFT DATES 

Time Is 
Running Out!
If you are 70½ or older, time is 

running out to take advantage of a 

law that allows you to move up to 

$100,000 from your IRA directly 

to a qualified charity such as the 

Symphony without having to pay 

income taxes on the money. Known 

as the IRA charitable rollover, this 

law is set to expire on Dec. 31. 

Contact us today for details.
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