
WHAT INSPIRES YOU SPECIFICALLY ABOUT 
THE SAN FRANCISCO SYMPHONY? 
When I hear an outstanding performance of 
a great work by our orchestra, the energy, 
expressiveness and pleasure that one senses 
from MTT and the orchestra members—
individually and collectively—is truly captivating 
and inspiring. 

WHAT INSPIRED YOU TO SUPPORT THE 
SYMPHONY FINANCIALLY? 
Besides its great performances, the centrality of 
the Symphony’s educational mission, especially 
the quality programming of the Symphony’s 
Adventures in Music and Keeping Score 
programs. These were the tipping points for 
me to significantly strengthen my support of 
the Symphony in a number of ways, including a 
legacy gift. Such a gift, like education, looks to 
and addresses the future. 

Contact Stephen D. Steiner, JD, 
at ssteiner@sfsymphony.org  
or 415.503.5445 to discuss 
your options for leaving a 
legacy at the Symphony.

Helen Hanson 

is ensuring the 

future success  

of SFS with a 

legacy gift from 

her estate.

WHY I SUPPORT THE SYMPHONY
An Interview With Longtime SFS Subscriber and Donor Helen Hanson

HAS YOUR THINKING ABOUT SFS BEEN 
SHAPED AT ALL BY YOUR LONG-TERM DONOR 
RELATIONSHIP WITH THE SYMPHONY? 
Yes, quite a bit. At first, I contributed just to say 
thank you for giving me the pleasure of the live 
performances, but then I became more familiar 
with the organization and the complex mix of 
responsibilities that contributes to making those 
performances happen. 
 What caught my attention was a culture of “high 
performance” permeating the organization—a 
warm professionalism mixed with a pervasive 
attention to detail. These qualities are crucial 
to a successful business of any type, and it was 
noteworthy to find them in a nonprofit. 
 Consequently, I view my support as a sound 
investment and tangible contribution to a worthy 
component of our music community. I am happy 
maintaining this connection with an organization 
that knows what it’s doing and where it’s going.
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During this season of giving, we are extremely grateful for your 
support. Large or small—every contribution makes a difference. 
If you want to ensure that your support for the San Francisco 
Symphony continues even after you are gone, you may be 
interested in the simplicity of a gift in your will or trust. 

How does a gift through my will or 
trust work?
A. With a gift in your will or revocable 
living trust, called a bequest, you can give 
a percentage of your estate or a certain 
amount of cash, securities or property. After 
your lifetime, the Symphony will use your gift 
to benefit the community through music. 
 Your estate planning attorney can help 
you structure your bequest to meet your 
exact financial needs and charitable goals. 
We are happy to provide you with sample 
language to share with your attorney; simply 
contact us or return the enclosed survey. 

Why should I choose this approach?
A. There are two key benefits in setting up 
a gift through your will or trust:
 1. You can change your mind at any 
time. Since this type of gift does not go 
into effect until after your lifetime, you 
have the opportunity to update or revoke 
your gift at any time while you are alive. 

financially stable, you may no longer need 
provisions for guardianship or trust funds.

You move to a different state. Legal 
requirements of a will vary from state  
to state. Consult an attorney in your new 
state to ensure your will is valid.

UPDATE YOUR EXISTING WILL
Your executor’s situation has changed. Has 
the executor, guardian or trustee named in 
your will moved or passed away? Update 
your plans to reflect these changes.

You wish to make a charitable gift in 
your will. This simply requires including 
a few lines in a codicil (a legal instrument 
made to modify an earlier will). Contact  
us or return the enclosed survey to 
receive official language you can share 
with your attorney.

You want to make changes to an 
inheritance. For example, you would  
like to change the amount of money  
you’ll leave to a sibling from $25,000  
to $50,000.

Because change occurs in our lives all the time, 
it is important to keep estate plans up-to-date. 

DRAFT A NEW WILL
Your marital status has changed. You’ll need 
a new will if your spouse dies or you get 
divorced, especially if you’ve left your estate 
to your former spouse. If you are remarried, 
include your new spouse in your will.

Your children are grown. If you created a will 
when your children were young, you’ll likely 
need an overhaul. If they are old enough and 

YOUR WILL: OVERHAUL VS. UPDATE
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Consider the Benefits of a Gift in Your Will or Trust
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Plus, since you’re not actually parting  
with assets today, you don’t need to worry 
that you won’t have enough to live on in 
the future should you need your assets 
after all. 
 2. You can be flexible in your 
commitment. Most people do not know 
what the exact size of their estate will 
be; therefore, making a gift to us by using 
a percentage amount can be a more 
appropriate way to divide your assets.  
It allows you to benefit SFS and loved  
ones in relative proportion.

How can I balance my commitment  
to family with a desire to support  
the Symphony?
A. A survey of American residents reveals 
that the majority welcome the idea of 
sharing a piece of their inheritance with  
a nonprofit.* Of the adults surveyed,  
72 percent felt it was reasonable to 
designate 5–10 percent to charity. Please 

keep that in mind when you are making 
your plans for the future. Even a small 
percentage can make a significant impact 
at the Symphony.

What if I have already made this  
type of gift?
A. Let us know by returning the enclosed 
survey by Nov. 30. That way we can ensure 
that your gift will be used exactly as you 
intend. Plus, it would be our honor to 
thank you for your gift. We will respect any 
wishes regarding anonymity, of course.

Even a gift of 5–10 percent of 

your estate can make a big 

difference. Contact Stephen D.  

Steiner, JD, at 415.503.5445 or 

ssteiner@sfsymphony.org to 

learn more about supporting 

us through your will or trust.

*“2009 Stelter Donor Insight Report”

Q Q

Enjoy a seated luncheon in the First Tier 
Lobby as well as concert tickets for the  
Youth Orchestra concert that same afternoon 
at 2 p.m. 

For more information about this special event 
or membership in the Society, please contact 
Mariah Bozeman, major gift and gift planning 
associate, at mbozeman@sfsymphony.org or 
415.503.5442.

Save the Date
Pierre Monteux Society Annual Celebration 
Sunday, Nov. 4, at Davies Symphony Hall

Deck the Hall
Sunday, Dec. 2, featuring:

 »  Beach Blanket Babylon 
 »  Dance Through Time 
 »  San Francisco Boys Chorus— 

Ian Robertson, artistic director 
 »  SF Jazz High School All-Stars Orchestra— 

Paul Contos, director 

Treat the children or grandkids to this festive concert. You 
will enjoy a post-concert party with entertainment, arts 
and crafts activities, and refreshments. 

For details, call the Volunteer Council at 415.503.5500. 

Doug Rioth



USE THE ENCLOSED SURVEY to request sample 
language you can share with your attorney when 
remembering us in your will or trust.

VISIT www.sfsymphony.org to learn more about 
our mission and how you can help.

CONTACT us with any questions you have about 
making a lasting difference at the Symphony.

CRAFTING YOUR LEGACY: 

NEXT STEPS

It’s that time of year when you may be 
considering ways to give to the people 
and charitable organizations close to 
your heart. You may also be looking for a 
few tax benefits for this year’s tax return. 
With the help of a charitable gift annuity, 
you can accomplish all of these goals.

HOW IT WORKS
A gift annuity is a simple contract 
between you and the San Francisco 
Symphony. You make a donation of cash 
or marketable securities, and we reinvest 
the assets and agree to make fixed 
payments to you for your lifetime (and 
that of another person, if you choose). 
After both of your lifetimes, the remaining 
funds become available for our use.
 

YOUR INCOME TAX RELIEF
You are entitled to a charitable income tax 
deduction if you itemize your deductions. 
Sometimes the charitable deduction alone 
is large enough to allow you to itemize for 
that tax year. 

Return the enclosed survey  
by Nov. 30 to receive our 
charitable gift 
annuity guide The 
Key to Securing Extra 
Retirement Income, as 
well as a no-obligation 
illustration of your 
potential benefits 
when creating a gift 
annuity with SFS.

Davies Symphony Hall
201 Van Ness Ave.  
San Francisco, CA 94102

Stephen D. Steiner, JD
Director, Gift Planning
415.503.5445 • ssteiner@sfsymphony.org
sfsymphony.org

SUPPORT SFS AND RECEIVE 
FIXED PAYMENTS IN RETURN
Consider a Charitable Gift Annuity Before Year’s End

TaxTip
The income tax deduction for a charitable 
gift annuity is not equal to the amount 
used to fund the charitable gift annuity, but 
rather the projected amount the Symphony 
is to eventually receive in the future. That 
calculation depends on the number and ages 
of those receiving payments from the gift 
annuity—the older you are, the higher the 
deduction and payout rate.

©  The Stelter Company. The information in this publication is not intended as legal advice. For legal advice, please consult an attorney. 
Figures cited in examples are for hypothetical purposes only and are subject to change. References to estate and income taxes include 
federal taxes only. State income/estate taxes or state law may impact your results.
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The Key to Securing Extra Retirement 
Income

FREE GIFT ANNUITY 
GUIDE AND 
ILLUSTRATION!

Nadya Tichman


