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A FINANCIAL, ESTATE AND GIFT PLANNING NEWSLETTER 

INSIDE: Looking Back and Giving Back • Reap the True Rewards of Your IRA • Care for Your Family... 

Joseph and Anna before one of the 
SF Symphony Gala events. 

A Lasting Impact 

Mark Meyer’s parents—Joseph and Anna Meyer—were San 

Francisco Symphony regulars. “They went every Friday 

night,” recalled Mark. “Dad would come home from work, 

get changed and they would go [to the Symphony] together. It was 

always a special thing for them and they loved it.” 

Joseph  and Anna,  who  met at an engagement party  in  1954  and  

married several years later, supported the Symphony in other ways 

throughout their decades together. In the late 1960s, Anna became 

an SFS volunteer—first selling volunteer memberships and later 

working at the Symphony’s resale store, Repeat Performance, where 

she volunteered until she was 90 years old. 

The Meyers’ long-standing involvement with the Symphony 

made a deep impression on Mark. “Mom was always active as I was 

growing up, especially as plans for Davies Symphony Hall began to 

take shape.” 

Mark remembers when Joseph and Anna went to the grand 

opening of the concert hall in 1980. The Meyers’ excitement 

continued when Michael Tilson Thomas joined the SFS as Music 

Continued on Page 4 

KEYNOTES



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    -

Lo
o

ki
n

g
 B

ac
k

an
d

 G
iv

in
g

 B
ac

k You likely  reflect  often on the  year  at  hand,  but  do  you  

spend much time envisioning the future? A solid estate 

plan is a critical component to protect your family 

after you’re gone. It’s also a tool to make a meaningful, lasting 

difference at the San Francisco Symphony and it can offer 

financial benefits. 

How an Estate  Gift  Benefits  You  
Depending on the gift arrangement you choose, you can: 

• Reduce your income taxes. 

• Reduce or eliminate capital gains tax. 

• Defer your gift until after your lifetime, so it doesn’t affect 

current income. 

• Give more—and create a greater impact—than you ever 

thought possible. 

Act Today 
To qualify for a tax benefit in 2019 (if you itemize deductions 

on your income tax return), you must make your gift by 

December 31. The date used for tax purposes is the day you 

transfer  control  of the  asset. Here  are gift  dates  by  type.  

• Checks—The mailing date is the date of the gift. 

• Securities—If securities are electronically transferred to 

the San Francisco Symphony, the gift date is typically the 

day the securities enter our account. If stock transfers are 

mailed, the mailing date is the gift date. 

• Life  insurance—The date signed on paperwork transferring 

ownership to the San Francisco Symphony, assuming you 

properly forward the form to the insurance company. 

• Artwork and other tangible personal property—The day 

you deliver the property generally with a signed document 

transferring ownership. 

Every Gift Makes a Difference 
Your gift, in any amount, advances our mission to 
set the  highest possible  standard for  excellence  
in music performance and enrich the Bay Area’s 
cultural life. Contact Daniel Coleman at 415.503.5445 
or dcoleman@sfsymphony.org to learn more about 
gift options and the best tax saving strategy for you. 

mailto:dcoleman@sfsymphony.org


Reap the True
Rewards of Your IRA 

 

 

   

    

     

 

  

         

 

 

  

 
 

  

For years, you’ve faithfully saved for 

retirement. However, what once worked in 

your favor—putting money into your IRA and 

enjoying tax savings—will change when you begin 

withdrawing funds. That’s because you pay income 

taxes on the amount you withdraw from your IRA. 

3 Solutions Based Upon Your Age 
1] No matter your age, you  can  designate  the  

San Francisco Symphony as the beneficiary of 

all or a percentage of your IRA. Follow these 

simple steps to complete your gift: 

• Contact your IRA administrator for a 

change-of-beneficiary form, or simply download 

a form from your provider’s website. 

• Name the San Francisco Symphony and the gift 

percentage. Return the form to your administrator. 

• Let  us know!  We  want to  ensure  that your  

charitable intent is carried out. 

2] If you’re at least 59½ or older, you can take a 

distribution (without penalty) and then make a gift 

from your IRA. If you itemize your deductions, you 

can take a charitable deduction for the amount of 

your gift to help offset the income tax. 

3] If you’re 70½ or older, you can give any amount up 

to $100,000 from your IRA (including your required 

minimum distribution) directly to the Symphony or 

another qualified charitable organization without 

having to pay income taxes on the gift. 

Make Your Gift Count in 2019 
Still need to take your required minimum distribution 
for the year? Your gift can satisfy all or part of that 
requirement up to $100,000. Take action now—you 
must make the transfer by December 31 to ensure 
your gift qualifies for 2019. (If you have check-writing 
privileges on your IRA account, please mail your check 
by December 20 in order to give us time to process 
your gift before the end of the year.) 

PLANNING 
PROTECTS 
OTHERS 

When you recognize the value of planning ahead, it’s 
important to ready yourself for the difficult moments, too. 
We would like to share one of our top resources, What to Do 
in the First 48 Hours When You Lose a Loved One, so you 
and your family are prepared for this challenging period. 
Request your copy using the enclosed reply card today. 



Anna and her son Mark 

A Lasting Impact 
Continued from Page 1 

Director in 1995. “They were in love with all 

the leaders of the Symphony, but that was 

a big deal.” 

As members of the Pierre Monteux 

Society (the Symphony’s legacy giving 

society), Joseph and Anna generously 

considered the San Francisco 

Symphony’s future in their estate plans. 

The Meyers’ wishes were fulfilled when 

their son Mark helped create the Joseph 

and Anna Meyer Fund, ensuring their gift 

will have a meaningful and lasting impact 

for years to come. 

TO LEARN MORE ABOUT SUPPORTING 

THE SFS OR CREATING AN ENDOWED 

FUND, PLEASE CONTACT DANIEL 

COLEMAN AT 415.503.5445 OR 

DCOLEMAN@SFSYMPHONY.ORG. 

Care for Your Family 
Today and the 
Symphony Tomorrow 

Secure your short- and long-term financial goals with 

thoughtful estate planning. A smart plan will protect the 

financial needs of loved ones while still achieving your 

philanthropic mission. 

Review these goals to turn financial aspirations into 

charitable action. 

Goal: Receive Additional Income 
Supplement your retirement income and feel secure about 

your family’s future with a life income gift. You make a donation 

to the San Francisco Symphony today using cash, marketable 

securities or other assets, and you receive payments for life. 

Goal: Eliminate Capital Gains Tax on Stocks 
When you donate stocks you’ve owned for more than one year 

that are now worth more than you originally paid for them, you 

can benefit yourself and the Symphony. You can reduce or even 

eliminate federal capital gains taxes on the stock transfer and 

you may be entitled to a federal income tax charitable deduction. 

Goal: Conserve Today’s Finances 
Save critical funds now by designating a gift to SFS in your will 

or estate plan. This is a simple, flexible way to be charitable that 

doesn’t affect your budget today. 

Davies Symphony Hall Daniel Coleman 
201 Van Ness Avenue Director of Development, 
San Francisco, CA 94102 Campaign and Strategic Projects 

415.503.5445 • dcoleman@sfsymphony.org 
sfsymphony.planmygift.org 

© The Stelter Company. The information in this publication is not intended as legal or tax advice. For such advice, please consult an attorney or tax advisor. Figures cited in any 
examples are for illustrative purposes only. References to tax rates include federal taxes only and are subject to change. State law may further impact your individual results. 

mailto:DCOLEMAN@SFSYMPHONY.ORG
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