
F A L L  2 0 1 8

Continued on Page 3

By the age of 5, Doris Fine could read music and play the 
upright piano at her home. She’s grateful that although her 
family was not well off, her parents made music a priority. 

After Doris graduated from her local piano teacher, she made 
weekly trips to Boston from her home in Lowell, Massachusetts, 
to take lessons from a European-trained master teacher.
 Doris attended college in Boston and completed a degree in 
music. She regrets that her own practice suffered during this 
time, but live music still filled her days. The Boston Symphony 
Orchestra sold discounted student tickets, and Doris made the 
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most of the offer: “I could check out a score from the library, 
take it with me to the rear of the top balcony and follow along 
with great music. It was an extraordinary privilege.” At other 
times, Doris was able to share the stage with the BSO. Back 
then, its chorus consisted of college women’s glee clubs and 
men’s choirs.
 When Doris moved to San Francisco, she and her husband 
immediately subscribed to the San Francisco Symphony. Even 
while Doris was expecting, they continued to attend concerts, 
and “not surprisingly, the kids have been musical” thanks to this 
early exposure. Two of her sons sang in the San Francisco Boys 
Chorus and one is currently chair of the Music Department at 
San Jose State University.
 In retirement, Doris finds that “music is now my joy and my 
comfort.” In addition to attending concerts, she performs in a 
“very unprofessional” chamber music group, the Eucalyptus Trio. 
Watch for their performances through SF Civic Music Association.

Doris Fine

KEYNOTES

“ I am grateful to be able to 
recognize the importance and 
value of music in my life and 
in the life of the community.”
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Malcolm Jones has long been an advocate for the 
Symphony’s education programs: “I know, as 
an informed reader and as a participant, how 

critical music is at a young age.” In the third grade, Malcolm 
selected the cornet, a close relative to the trumpet, as his first 
instrument. His brass commitment persisted, and he won 
numerous accolades in high school and college. He credits 
two virtuosos—Malcolm heard Rafael Méndez, a world-class 
Mexican trumpet player, and Doc Severinsen, band leader for 
The Tonight Show—with raising his musical appreciation “to 
the next level.”
 Following college at Dartmouth, Malcolm won admission 
to Berklee College of Music for a Master of Music in Brass 
Performance. He chose not to attend Berklee because he felt 
his ability, although very good, wouldn’t qualify him “for the 
Chicago Symphony Orchestra or even for the band Chicago.” 
In retrospect, he wishes he’d gone to Boston anyway, even if 
being a professional musician wasn’t in the cards. 
 When Malcolm moved to San Francisco, he continued 
his investment in music, although in a supporting role. He 
has been a San Francisco Symphony subscriber for over 
30 seasons. For decades he served on the San Francisco 
Symphony’s Corporate Gifts Committee where he became 

Inspiring Future Music Lovers

Music and 
MENTORS 

2017-18 SCHOOL YEAR

41
music  

programs

4,650
music  

students

1,436
free concert 

tickets

BY THE NUMBERS

Founded in 2006, the Symphony’s Music 
and Mentors Program (MaM) provides 
instruction, instruments and performance 
tickets to every instrumental music program 
in San Francisco’s public middle and high 
schools. A quick look at last year’s program:
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familiar with the Symphony’s grade school music  
education program, Adventures in Music.
 Over the years, Malcolm has been impressed by the 
continued growth of the San Francisco Symphony—both 
artistically and in terms of community impact. In 2006, the 
Symphony expanded its music education initiative to all San 
Francisco public middle and high schools through a program 
now called Music and Mentors (MaM). The program provides 
small-group coaching, instrument loans and repairs, and 
complimentary tickets to aspiring musicians. 
 Malcolm’s parents were always philanthropically minded. 
They passed along the joy of giving to their children, and 
Malcolm is following in their footsteps. He has already decided 
to include the Symphony’s education programs in his estate 
plan. And his passion for MaM inspired him to get involved 
now, as well as later. 
 During the ’18-’19 season, Malcolm has provided a sponsorship 
for the MaM program and has donated his trumpet to its 
instrument loan component. At a recent luncheon celebrating 
MaM, Malcolm and his fiancée, Sandi, reflected on the 
importance of music education programs: “We are both products 
of public school music education. That exposure and experience 
translated into how we live our lives. We want to keep these 
programs going strong and available in public schools.” 

Malcolm is inspiring the next generation of music lovers—
you can, too. Simply include a gift to the Symphony in your 
estate plan. For more information, contact David Zhang at 
415.503.5445 or dzhang@sfsymphony.org.
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 As a subscriber, Doris has had the opportunity once 
per season to upgrade from her usual seats. Several 
seasons ago she elected to sit in the loge for an American 
Mavericks performance led by Michael Tilson Thomas. 
The Mavericks programs are among her favorites. “There 
was a lot of activity on stage, including the special 
appearance of Meredith Monk. It was amazing!” When 
she glanced away from the onstage spectacle for a 
moment, she noticed  Maverick composer John Adams 
sitting across from her. “It was a very special occasion, 
very memorable,” she says.
 Last season, Doris prioritized music in another way—by 
funding a gift annuity with the San Francisco Symphony. 
“SFS is my community symphony. I have had so much 
pleasure attending over the years that I want to help 
ensure that others after me will also have this great 
opportunity. I am grateful to be able to recognize the 
importance and value of music in my life and in the life of 
the community. It simply felt like the right thing to do!” 

You can follow Doris’ example by making music 
a priority in your life and your charitable giving. 
There are many gift options to choose from; visit 
sfsymphony.planmygift.org to find the one that is  
right for you.
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Now is the season of giving—to your family and friends and to 
organizations you care about. Your gifts come from the heart and a 
desire to benefit others. It’s a bonus, and makes good financial sense, 

when they benefit your tax return, too. Below are two tax-savvy gift ideas:

Charitable Gift Annuity: The Gift That Gives Back
The rates for charitable gift annuities are the highest they’ve been in years. 
Now is the perfect time to boost your retirement income while supporting 
music excellence. Simply donate cash or marketable securities, and in 
exchange we’ll provide you with fixed payments for life. After your lifetime, 
the remaining funds will support the Symphony. 

You’ll also receive:
 •  A partial income tax charitable deduction now for your gift when you itemize.
 •   Part of each payment is income tax-free throughout your estimated 

life expectancy. 

IRA Charitable Rollover: See Your Gift at Work Today 
If you’re 70½ or older, you can transfer any amount up to $100,000 directly 
from your IRA to the San Francisco Symphony. You’ll enjoy seeing your 
impact on the Symphony today. To ensure your gift qualifies for 2018, 
complete the transfer by December 31. 

Additional benefits:
 •  You pay no income taxes on the gift. 
 •  The transfer doesn’t generate taxable income, so you benefit even if you 

don’t itemize. 
 •  Your gift can satisfy all or part of your required minimum distribution.

Consult Your Advisors
There are many ways you can give to the 
Symphony that offer you benefits as well. 
We’re happy to work with you and your tax or 
financial advisor to determine the best giving 
strategy for you.

This year’s tax reform has brought 
changes to income tax brackets, 
deductions and the estate tax, 
among other things. As you consider 
your year-end giving, we’ll help you 
understand the changes in the new 
guide Charitable Giving in the Wake of 
Tax Reform. Return the enclosed reply 
card for your complimentary copy. 
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