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udy Miner attended her first San Francisco Symphony concert 
during grade school. She was a participant in Concerts for Kids, 
a program whose roots date to 1922. During that concert, Judy 

says she remembers thinking, “These are glorious sounds!” Although 
classical music was not a part of her upbringing, her early experiences 
at those concerts contributed to her lifelong love of, and support for, 
the Symphony.
 Judy is a regular Symphony-goer and has participated in the 
Symphony’s Community of Music Makers—a program that allows 
amateur musicians to make music at Davies Symphony Hall with guidance 
from the Symphony’s musicians and artistic staff.  (Flip this newsletter 
over to the back cover to read more about this unique program.) 
 An avid singer, Judy participated in choir during college. While she does 
not have the time to be regularly involved with choral groups, she says 
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INSIDE: The Importance of Creating a Will • Amateur Musicians Take Center Stage

J O N AT H A N  V I N O C O U R ,  P R I N C I PA L  V I O L A

AMATEUR MUSICIAN’S GIFT WILL CREATE 
‘GLORIOUS SOUNDS’ FOR YEARS TO COME

Follow in Judy’s footsteps and invest in 
the future of the Symphony. Contact 
Justin Marsh at jmarsh@sfsymphony.org 

or 415.503.5430 to discuss a gift that fits your goals 
and vision for the Symphony’s future.

Judy Miner



Still Have Questions? 
We’re here to help. To learn more about creating a will or 
how you can remember the Symphony with a gift in your 
will, please contact us at 415.503.5482 today. 

egardless of your life circumstances or estate size, 
your will is perhaps the most important document 
you’ll create. It expresses your values and 

effectively provides for the people and charitable causes that are 
important to you. If you haven’t created a will, there is no better 
time than now.
 To help you get started, we’ve gathered a few commonly 
asked questions about wills along with their answers.

Q. WHAT HAPPENS IF I PASS AWAY WITHOUT  
A WILL?
A. More than half of all Americans fall into this category. 
Without a will, you have no say about who receives your assets 
after your lifetime. Loved ones, friends and organizations that 
have been important in your life may receive nothing. 
 If you pass away without a will, your assets are distributed 
according to the state laws where you lived at the time of your 
death. Laws vary from state to state, but no state provides for a 
portion to go to charity.
 Following state law, the court will appoint someone  
to administer your estate and decide how your assets will  
be distributed. 

Q. WHO WILL INHERIT MY ASSETS?
A. Most states look first to the spouse and children of the 
decedent. Other blood relatives may also inherit in the absence 
of a spouse or living children.

Q. CAN I CONTROL HOW THINGS ARE DIVIDED UP?
A. Absolutely. When you create a will, you take control of your 
legacy and the distribution of your assets. 

Q. DO I REALLY NEED AN ATTORNEY TO CREATE 
A WILL?
A. Yes. Your will is likely the single most important document 
you’ll ever create. You’ve worked your entire life to build a 

legacy, so it makes sense that you have opinions about how 
your assets are distributed. Why leave anything to chance? A 
legally valid will prepared by a qualified professional will save 
your loved ones some major headaches down the road.

Q. I DON’T HAVE AN ATTORNEY. HOW DO I  
FIND ONE?
A. Seek out recommendations from co-workers, friends and 
family. You can also seek referrals from a local bar association, 
estate planning council or the American Bar Association’s 
Internet lawyer referral service: www.abanet.org. 

THE IMPORTANCE OF CREATING A WILL
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Customize Your  
Gift to the Symphony

We can help tailor your gift to fit your 
circumstances and accomplish your charitable 
goals. Return the enclosed survey for sample 

language you can use to provide a gift in your will. 

Start Your Giving Journey Today
Estate planning provides an opportunity to create a legacy 
that you and your loved ones can feel good about. Our 
FREE guide Your Personal Planning Road Map breaks 
the planning journey into simple steps. Simply return the 
enclosed survey to request your copy today.

A gift in your will is the perfect way to recognize a cause 
that’s close to your heart. It’s an easy way to support classical 
music in the future without using any of your assets today. 
 There are two special features that make this a popular gift:
 1. Flexibility. A gift in your will lets you balance your 
philanthropic goals with the future needs of your loved ones. 
Because you aren’t parting with assets today, you don’t have 
to worry about living expenses and future medical costs 
should you need the assets during your lifetime. Plus, you can 
change your mind at any time.
 2. Versatility. You can give a percentage of your estate 
to the San Francisco Symphony. Most people can’t predict 
the exact size of their final estate. Making a gift by using 
a percentage amount can be a more effective means of 
dividing it. This allows you to benefit loved ones and the 
Symphony in proportion.
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Community of Music Makers provides her the 
opportunity to re-engage with choral music and 
individuals who share her interests.  
 “(I felt) such an incredible sense of community 
with a group of strangers, who came together for 
the love of music, to make music,” says Judy. “That 
is a really special experience.”

A COMMITMENT TO THE FUTURE
An educator dedicated to closing the opportunity 
and achievement gaps among different student 
populations, Judy says the Symphony’s commitment 
to accessibility, community outreach and 
educational programs resonates deeply with her.  
 When asked why she chose to include the 
Symphony in her living trust, Judy says, “I care 
deeply about the San Francisco Symphony, and I 
want to be a contributor now and beyond my life. 
And as an educator, it is part of my DNA to invest 
in the future—even if I won’t see that impact. Just 
knowing I can do that is deeply satisfying.”
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S U P P O R T  T H E  I M P O R TA N T  C A U S E S 
I N  Y O U R  L I F E  T H R O U G H  Y O U R  W I L L

“ As an educator, it is part of my  
DNA to invest in the future—even  
if I won’t see that impact.” 

 —Judy Miner, explaining why she included a  

gift to the Symphony in her living trust
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AMATEUR MUSICIANS TAKE CENTER STAGE

he San Francisco Symphony’s Community 
of Music Makers aims to rekindle the joy of 
music-making and deepen adult music-lovers’ 

experiences as listeners and performers. The program 
encourages music engagement by providing opportunities 
for amateur instrumentalists, singers and chamber 
ensembles to make music on the stage of Davies Symphony 
Hall. More than 1,000 community members take part in 
workshops each year under the guidance of the Symphony’s 
musicians and artistic staff.  
 Each year, the Music Makers program offers 10 workshops—
two choral, four orchestral and four chamber music. These 
popular events fill to capacity within days of being announced.  
A low participation fee, which can be waived, ensures that the 
experience is open to everyone in the community.  
 One of the most significant aspects of the program 
is having the Symphony’s artistic personnel serve as 
conductors and mentors at the workshops, allowing 
participants to interact in a very personal way with the 
orchestra and chorus members they usually see on stage. 
These behind-the-scenes connections are enriching for 
mentors and participants alike.  
 The workshops are open to all, regardless of skill level. 
Participants are not required to audition. Each workshop 
is structured to incorporate repertoire that is suitable for a 

wide range of abilities. The aim is for every participant to have a 
meaningful, stimulating and inspiring musical experience that 
advances his or her musicianship. 
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For more information or to join the Community of Music 
Makers mailing list and register for future programs, 

please visit sfsymphony.org/musicmakers.


