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an Francisco Symphony lover Russ Irwin has lived in the Bay 

Area his entire life, and his family has been in the region for 

generations. His great-grandfather on his mother’s side was a 

foreman on the narrow gauge railroad out of Point Reyes Station. His 

great-grandmother on his father’s side was postmaster of the Lorin 

District in Berkeley. 

Russ’ history with the Symphony is also extensive. As a child, neighbors took 
him and other children from Albany to the Symphony’s Young People’s Concerts. 
During college, Russ volunteered as an usher at the War Memorial Opera House, 
the Symphony’s erstwhile home. 
 Russ was steeped in classical standards in his early life, but an encounter with 
one of the greatest musical innovators of the 20th century solidified his interest 
in the future of orchestral music. In 1956, at an Oakland Symphony performance, 
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Russ Irwin has had a lifelong love 
of music and the San Francisco 
Symphony. Russ is supporting the 
Symphony’s future with a gift in 
his estate.
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finalists. He has since commissioned 
numerous other contemporary works.
 Russ has been equally invested 
in other important facets of the 
Symphony’s future—encouraging 
young musicians and audience 
members. For years, Russ has 
volunteered at the Symphony’s 
Concerts for Kids performances, 
special weekday concerts for school 
groups that are presented at Davies 
Symphony Hall and serve 30,000 
students throughout Northern 
California.  Russ has also chaperoned 
a tour by the San Francisco 
Symphony Youth Orchestra. He 
fondly remembers the incredibly 
warm reception by audiences in 
Berlin, Munich and Prague. He still 
enjoys encountering many of his now 
grown charges at Davies Symphony 
Hall, although he admits they usually 
recognize him first.  

Russ introduced himself to Igor 
Stravinsky as the composer walked 
up the aisle. Russ recalls his ecstatic 
greeting, “Maestro, I’m so happy I 
didn’t have to wait 150 years to like 
your music!” 
 Russ’ interest in, and commitment 
to, contemporary classical music 
continues to this day. As a board 
member of the Ojai Music Festival, 
Russ has formed friendships with 
many of today’s leading composers 
and conductors. Russ made his initial 
foray into commissioning music 
when he became involved in a Meet 
the Composer Project for emerging 
female composers, a competition 
partially funded with the remaining 
assets of the Women’s Philharmonic. 
Dorothy Chang won the competition, 
and her composition was performed 
at the Cabrillo Festival, but Russ 
still keeps an ear out for all the 

 Russ thoroughly enjoys the 
personal, enriching connections 
he has made through his musical 
involvement and—in keeping with 
his visionary tastes—has made 
a significant commitment to the 
Symphony’s future by including a 
gift to the Symphony’s education 
programs in his estate plan. By doing 
so, he has helped ensure access to 
classical music for the Bay Area’s 
current and future generations.

You can follow in Russ’  
footsteps and extend your 
support for the Symphony’s 
future with a gift in your estate 
plan. Contact David Zhang at 
dzhang@sfsymphony.org or 
415.503.5445 to get started. 

Continued from Page 1

Secure Their Future  
When you create or update your estate plan, 

the needs of your family come first. Our new 

guide, Your Loved Ones Are Counting on You, 

covers important information when creating a 

plan with your parents, spouses, siblings and 

children in mind. Use the enclosed reply card 

to request your copy today. 
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“The Symphony has a great history of 
bringing music to young musicians,” 
says music director, Michael Tilson 
Thomas. “It’s been wonderful over the 
years to see the number of kids who 
come out of the Youth Orchestra—
who are members of the San Francisco 
Symphony, or other great ensembles 
around the world—also become 
devoted audience members.”
 The YO’s mission is to provide 
tuition-free orchestral training 
to young musicians at the pre-
professional level, and to enrich 
the cultural life of the community 
by presenting music at the highest 
stage of artistic achievement. The 
YO brings together more than 
100 young musicians each season 
from the Northern California 
region. Ranging in age from 12 to 
21, members go through a rigorous 
audition process, which attracts 

more than 300 applicants each year. 
Members attend weekly rehearsals and 
coaching sessions with San Francisco 
Symphony musicians, perform a three-
concert subscription series in Davies 
Symphony Hall and other special 
performance concerts, and benefit 
from master classes and working 
sessions with renowned guest artists. 
 Like its adult counterpart, the 
YO has a deep commitment to the 
Bay Area community, as well as a 
distinguished presence abroad. Locally, 
the Orchestra has opened the Stern 
Grove Festival three times, performed 
for patients at Laguna Honda Hospital, 
played a benefit for Stanford Children’s 
Hospital, given an Earthquake Relief 
Concert for the Hollister School of the 
Arts and performed at the opening of 
San Francisco’s Main Library. 
 In the summer of 2015, the YO 
launched its 10th international 

tour with performances in Italy, 
Germany, the Netherlands and the 
Czech Republic, where it received 
rave reviews from European critics. 
“Once again these young Americans 
live up to their reputation as one of 
the world’s best youth orchestras 
with a mixture of perfection and 
expressiveness,” wrote one reporter 
from Berlin Tagesspiegel.

Youth Orchestra Grooms 
Future Musicians

uss Irwin still sees his San Francisco Symphony Youth 

Orchestra (YO) acquaintances at Davies Symphony Hall even 

after their tenure with the YO has ended, as many go on to 

pursue music as a career. The YO prepares students for a rewarding 

life in music, whatever their trajectory. 
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There are many ways to 
support the YO beyond concert 
attendance. Donations to fund 
weekly rehearsals and coaching 
sessions, contributions to the 
touring program and earmarked 
gifts are also welcome. To learn 
more, please visit sfsymphony.org/
Youth-Family/Youth-Orchestra.

Come see  
the Youth Orchestra  
for yourself! The final 

subscription concert of the 
2016-17 season will kick off in 

Davies Symphony Hall on  
May 14 at 2 p.m., and will 
feature a performance of 
Brahms’ Symphony No. 4. 
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Through gift planning, you can choose 
a method of giving that protects your 
family’s needs and offers greater tax 
savings. Here are a few ways you can 
support the San Francisco Symphony.
 •  A gift in your will. You may find the 

flexibility of naming the Symphony in 
your will or living trust appealing. You 
can change your beneficiaries at any 
time, and, by leaving a percentage of 
your estate to charity, gifts to family 

members and other loved ones 
remain proportional no matter how 
your estate fluctuates over the years.

 •  Retirement plan assets. Because 
retirement plan assets can be 
heavily taxed when left to family, 
it can be tax-savvy to leave 
these assets to charity through 
beneficiary designations.

 •  Life insurance. Life insurance is 
a simple way you can make a big 

impact on music and culture in the 
Bay Area. You can leave all or a 
portion of your life insurance policy 
to the Symphony.

 •  Charitable gift annuity. Charitable 
gift annuities support the 
Symphony and provide you with 
income for life. Contact us to learn 
more about this giving option.

A Family-First Philosophy on Giving

Looking for other ways to give 
to the San Francisco Symphony? 
Visit sfsymphony.planmygift.org 
to find a gift that best fits your 
unique situation.

They say charity starts at home, and that can be especially true during 

uncertain economic times. If you’re worried that you won’t be able to 

provide for your family, you might overlook a gift to the organizations 

and causes that also need your support. 


